“How I BECAME

M“'POPULAR”

BY JOE SIX-PACK
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WAS JUST LIKE ANY OTHER KIDS MY AGE. I HUNG OUT WITH THE GUYS FROM SCHOOL AND AROUND THE
IGHBORHOOD PLA)’ED A LOT OF BALL ... YOU KNOW, JUST LIKE EVERY OTHER RED-BLOODED TEENAGER!

OKAY, SO I WAS A BIT SMALL FOR A GUY ... BUT | MADE SURE
NO ONE COULD MAKE FUN OF ME FOR IT! ... NO ONE COULD
GET HAPRY THOMPKINS OUT! ... I WAS THE BEST BALL PLAYER
IN TOWN, AND EVERYONE KNEW IT! ... PUT A BAT IN MY HANDS
AND I MADE IT A HOWITZER!

WATCH ME
KNOCK IT OUT/

SO MANY |
STOPPED
COUNTING!/

SURE, I KNEW I WAS SMALL ENOUGH THAT I MIGHT
NEVER MAKE IT TO THE BIG LEAGUES, BUT THAT DIDN'T
MEAN I COULDN'T TRY! ... WHAT THEY CAN'T MEASURE IS

HEART! ... AND My HEART WAS THE HEART OF A
WINNER! .. T WOULD MAKE THE BIG LEAGUES SOME DAY!
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IT DIDN'T MATTER WHAT THE SPORT WAS, I WAS GOING
70 WIN AT ALL COSTS! ... THAT WAS JUST THE WAY I
PLAYED ... NO PRISONERS!

: HEY!! YOU KNOCKED MY ARM AND MADE ME MISS/

PLAYIN’ FER KEEPSIES?

FAIR AND

I DIDN'T TAKE KINDLY TO CHEATERS! ... I GAVE THEM
EVERYTHING THEY DESERVED!

e

THEN AT HOME... I AW MA! T WAS JUST
TEACHING THAT JOHNNY

ROGAN A THING OR TWO!

OH, HAROLD!

[ HAVE YOU BEEN FIGHTING?
YOU’LL NEVER MAKE FRIENDS

IF YOU KEEP %%eTlNG PEOPLE

e SO Y S
KIND AND GENTLE AGAIN, MA/
ATTRACTS PEOPLE...
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STOP HOGGIN’ THE
DAMES, HARRY!




OKAY, HOLD ON HARRY! I JUST WANTED TO TALK

IT’S A SHAME HE’S W HE’LL NEVER
TO YOU AWAY FROM ALL THOSE GIRLS!

ALWAYS FIGHTING/ BE A GOOD
’ HUSBAND/

DOES SANDRA JONES

EVER... TALK ABOUT W KNgN
ME?

MAYBE SHE
LIKES ME?
COULD YOU
ASK?

\/ __YER PATHETIC,
STAN. I DIDN’T EVEN
\ ~ SEE HER TODAY. |/

g ACALLFORYOU? % [ N
“FRIENDS WHERE DOES SHE GET OFF?
vou Dp%i'g;%‘fg A g S I’M THE MOST POPULAR GUY

VERY FUNNY, T ‘ HANG OUT WITH

!

Slors 88" Y [ FaT crance!
FRIENDS! THAT ! GO SOAK
WAS STAN... UH, PUS YER HEAD/

MY BEST —_
FRIEND!

THE GUYS WOULD NEVER GIVE UP
SPORTS AND STUFF FOR GIRLS!
BUT HER WORDS BOTHERED ME
FOR WEEKS...




DIDN‘T HE TELL YOU? HE
WENT ON A PICNIC WITH
THAT NICE SANDRA
JONES.

HE WENT ON PICNIC? WITH A GIPL’... HE DIDN’T EVEN
E! WHAT JERK! .

WAS SORE ABOUT IT FOR

DAYS ... BUT STAN WAS ;4VOIDIN6 ME AIX‘?4 THEN ONE

HEY! IT’S STAN’ THERE’S
ANDARA TOO! AND FREDDIE
FROM THE TEAM/

HEY GANG! YOU I GUESS THEY JUST )
GUYS COMIN’ TO THE CAN‘T HEAR ME OR
e VeSS { SOMETHING.
N’ e N

YEAH, THAT HARRY
IS ALWAYS CAUSING
TROUBLE/

/OU DON’L’E VE TO PAINT ME A PICTURE! ... I KNEW THE

- vos

UYS WERE N’ LOOPY OVER GIRL %AND
HING ME. i I SPILLED MY AND ASKED HER
WHAT I WAS SUPPOSED DO! .. WAS I SU ED TO COMPETE
WITH WHAT GIRLS HAVE?

I JUST WANT TO HAROLD! I
BE POPULAR
WITH MY PALS KNOW e
AGAIN, MA/

TO DO/ LEAVE IT TO
ME/
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" OW! YOU'RE

LEMME GO!

WHAT’RE

YOU GONNA

DO/?
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THEY TOLD ME THAT I HAD CAUGHT A RARE DISEASE,
LAYING UNC: ONSCIOUS IN THE HOSPITAL FOR DAYS A%
THEY TRIED TO SAVE MY BODY FROM BEING DAMAGED
BEYOND ALL RECOGNITION!

IT WAS A COMPLETE SUCCESS =
ALL MY LIFE’'S )/ g OH, THANK
SAVINGS IF $40012 TT/S ENTIRELY UNETHICAL As"g‘m é?ng%OY IS Now You? g—
YOU’LL TURN MY AND AGAINST | VERYT” NS ¥ MODERN MEDICINE
BOY INTO A GIRL/ STAND S A ¢
$4:00 DOLLARS! FORTUNE' arélNG YODR SON IN CAN MAKE! —]
RIGHT AWAY/
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I GUESS I OWE THE DOCTORS I'D SUPV’VED THIS 5T RANGE HOW COULD SHE POSSIBLY
DISEAS NGED MYy 23
MY LIFE... BUT WHEN I AWOKE... DIcE Sk B T DI UNDERSTAND:
P , oow E
We'll GET ) BT MA T EVEN oo R ChA
DO YOU NEED MORE HAVE BREASTS/ POPULAR! WHO NEGA VE
PAIN KILLERS? M LEE TS OVER! : NELLY, DEAR!
WOULD WANT TO S YOULL
BE SEEN WITH as prets
JHE FREA POPULAR
WHO LOOKS THAN EVER!
LIKE A GIRL? I ’
WISH I WAS
DEAD!

IF YOU 5|N|< ALL YOUR JUST KEEP REPEATING TO
HEART A OUL INTO YOURSELF - I’M A GIRL AND
BEING THE BEST GIRL I’‘M THE PRETTIEST, MOST
éguo%)' BE, IT’LL POPULAR GIRL IN TOWN?

YOU’LL SEE!

4 GO ON, TRY IT/




THANK GOODNESS MOTHER WAS THERE FOR ME FINALLY, I WAS READY TO GO BACK OUT INTO THE
wﬂYI WA SIGT% K/Ng I HAD TO DO WAS JUST CHANGE THE WORLD AGAIN ... THINGS WERE SO DIFFERENT NOW!

AR RO
My T : RIGHT MOTHER?

MUCH MORE
DOCILE AND
COMPLIANT
NOW, DEAR/,

MY MOTHER IS
ALWAYS RIGHT/

MORE_FOOD ANYONE? I IWISH I AND THEN... You AND ME? AREN‘T YOU
MADE IT ALL MYSELF/ COULD EMBARRASSED TO BE SEEN
co%uuks LET’S DANCING WITH ME, DAN?
HARRY! DANCE/
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I DONT
BELIEVE THAT
STORY ABOUT
YOU BEING A

BOY!

YOu D?Pj’T?

PRETTMEB

JUMPING CATFISH,USANDRA! YOu
STAN? CANT

S OF HIM...
HER... WHATEVER/

ARE YOU SURE THAT’S REALLY
HARRY’ THAT Pl

HAVE EVER
BEEN A BOY’ ESPECIALLYA JERK
LIKE HARRY/

THINGS WENT SWIMMINGLY WHENEVER ME AND THE GANG GOT
TOGETHER! ... MOTHER WAS RIGHT! ... I WAS MORE FOPULAR

THAN EVER WITH MY OLD FRIENDS! ... ALL I HAD TO DO

WHAT MOTHER TOLD ME ... MOTHER WAS ALWAYS RIGHT’

YOU NEED TO

LET THE WOMEN

DO THE DISHES,
DADDY/

WHAT ABOUT Y|
HARRYS THE BIG !
LEAGUES!

=/YOU LEA
/ HER ALONE,
FATHER!

HARRIET IS
NICE QUIET
GIPL Now!

NOT A

ALL THE POPULAR GIRLS WEAR
DRESSES! I SIMPLY CAN‘T BE SEEN
ANYMORE IN THESE DUNGAREES/

AFTER A WHILE, EVERYONE STARTED TO TREAT ME DIFFERENTLY ..
EVEN GOOD OL’ STAN.

VERY GOOD/
BEING MORE GIRLISH
EVEN
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SANDRA AND I ARE ME? OH, BUT WON‘T SURE THEY WILL/ THEY

LE/ STANLEY! PEOPLE ALREADY BELIEVE "HARRY”
\ TALK? S A TOMBOY - AND NOW
”HARRI_FI\" IS THE PRETTIEST,

TIRACTIVE GIR

HABRIET. VEI@LE?N W MOTHER SAID THIS X0
AR WouLe Jou [ IS WHERE T SHOULD

CONSIDE%BEING MY % REEL A BOY IN/

OF COURSE I'M
GOIN%SILLY’ I

RALLY SQUAD!/ ’

OH STANLEY, | FEEL
LIKE I'VE JUST MAI E
THE BIG LEAGUES

OF LOVE!

YES! FINALLY, L CAN
CALL MYSELF

“MISTER
POPULAR!"

YOU’RE SO
ROMANTIC! YOUVE
STOLEN MY HEART, /
STANLEY KEMMKE!

EVERYONE
WANTS TO BE
WITH YOU!

HARRIET, T WANT YOU ON MY
SO I CAN SHOW YOU

OFF TO My FRIENDS LIKE A

TROPHY... I WANT YOU TO BE

SO PRETTY ALL THE GUYS

X ARE JEALOUS!

NOW I‘LL
NEVER HAVE TO
FIGHT FOR THE
ATTENTION OF
MY FRIENDS
EVER AGAIN/
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